
Forbids discrimination and promotes inclusion of LGBTQ+ residents by requiring each
long-term care facility to provide staff training on the rights and care of LGBTQ+
older adults and older adults living with HIV.

Limits MassHealth estate recovery to only
federally mandated recovery and removes
estate recovery for residents receiving
assistance under CommonHealth. 

Enhances state oversight and regulatory tools to
ensure quality care at nursing homes. 

Requires the Department of Public Health (DPH) to inspect each long-term care facility
every year to assess quality of services and compliance.

Requires long-term care facilities to
submit outbreak response plans to DPH
with clear protocols for the isolation of
residents, lab testing, visitor screening,
preventing spread from staff, and the
notification of residents, family, and
staff in the event of a contagious
disease outbreak.

Highlights

Creates the Long Term Care Workforce and Capital Training Fund, which will be utilized
for a capital loan and workforce training program to better equip and train the state’s
long-term care staff. 

Makes it easier for assisted living residents to
get timely and efficient care by permanently
allowing assisted living residences to offer
basic health services such as helping a
resident administer drops, manage their
oxygen, or take a home diagnostic test.

LONG-TERM CARE

An Act to improve quality and oversight of long-term care

This legislation increases oversight of long-term care facilities, allows for basic health
services at assisted living residences, and boosts the workforce for care of older adults in
Massachusetts. It was signed into law by Governor Healey on September 26, 2024.

“This landmark legislation is the culmination of years of advocacy and
collaboration among so many people committed to improving life for our
family, friends, and neighbors residing or working in long-term care,
assisted living, and the community. There is always more work to do but
we have agreed on policy that will surely have a positive impact on
quality of care, transparency and oversight, and planning for the future.”

- Senator Patricia D. Jehlen (D-Somerville)

 Signed Into Law 

Chapter 197 of the Acts of
2024 

Status

Bill


